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DOCTRINAL. 


TO  MR.  WILBERFORCE.  | 

LETTER  I.  I 

( Continued.) 

In  consequence  of  this  mode,  you 
would  urge  upon  him  the  following  con¬ 
trarieties  ;  “  the  justice  .intl  goodness  of 
the  Supreme  Being  ;  the  natural  deprav¬ 
ity  of  man — but  that  this  natural  deprav¬ 
ity  shall  never  be  admitted  as  an  excuse 
for  sin  ;  and  that  neither  our  sins,  nor 
the  dreadful  consequences  of  them  are  to 
be  chargeable  upon  God.”  You  strenu¬ 
ously  inculcate  that  this  corruption  and 
weakness  will  not  be  admitted  as  lower¬ 
ing  the  demands  of  divine  justice,  and  in 
some  degree  palliating  our  transgressions 
upon  the  law  of  God.  And  thus  is  the 
skeptic  completely  refuted .  To  the  Chris¬ 
tian  it  is  recommended  to  silence  his 
doubts,  by  the  consideration  that  if  our 
natural  condition  be  depraved  and  weak, 
our  temptations  numerous,  and  our  Al¬ 
mighty  J  udge  infinitely  holy,  yet  that  the 
ofters  to  penitent  sinners  of  pardon,  and  j 
grace,  and  strength,  are  universal  and  j 
unlimited.* 


•  This  species  of  indemnification,  yon  hold  ! 
out  to  the  penitent  christbin,  is  a  kind  of  con*  | 
Cession,  that  those  who  are  necessitated  to  re-  j 
main  impenitent,  have  a  right  to  claim  it  also;  | 
•r  at  least  that  they  are  treated  with  a  severity 
which  approaches  to  injustice ;  unless  you  sup¬ 
pose  that  no  injustice  can  be  committed  by  the 
non-elect,  as  the  bigoted  catholic  maintains  that 
no  faith  is  to  be  kept  with  heretics.  The  terms 


You  acknowledge,  however,  that  there 
are  difficulties  attending  the  subject 
above  and  beyond  our  comprehension  ; 
and  you  attempt  to  soften  this  acknowl¬ 
edged  truth,  by  observing  that  there  is 
scarcely  an  object  around  us,  that  does 
not  afford  endless  matter  of  doubt  and 
argument.  The  meanest  reptile  which 
crawls  on  the  earth,  nay,  every  bird  and 
flower  which  we  behold,  bafllcs  the  imbe¬ 
cility  of  our  limited  inquiries. 

It  is  very  apparent  from  the  above  con¬ 
cise,  but  faithful  statement  of  your  mode 
of  treating  the  subject,  that  the  objection 
itself  is  insurmountable  by  any  powers  of 
human  reason,  and  therefore  that  an  ab¬ 
solute  relo  must  be  put  upon  these  rea¬ 
soning  powers  ;  nay,  you  deem  it  an  aw¬ 
ful  and  affecting  spectacle  to  see  men 
thus  busying  themselves  in  these  vain 
speculations  of  an  arrogant  curiosity,  and 
trifling  with  their  dearest,  their  everlast¬ 
ing  interests. 

How  is  it  possible,  my  good  sir,  for  a 
man  of  your  good  sense  to  argue  so  su¬ 
perficially  and  so  inconsistently?  To  con¬ 
sider  a  question  upon  which  so  much  de¬ 
pends,  as  a  vain  speculation  of  arrogant 
curiosity,  and  trifling  with  our  dearest 
interests?  You  have  placed  the  doctrine 
of  an  hereditary  taint  at  the  found-ation 
of  all  religion  ;  you  render  the  belief  of 
it  of  equal  importance  with  the  belief  of 
Christianity  itself;  and  yet  you  treat  itas  a 
vain  speculation!  Others  strongly  sus¬ 
pect  that  it  is  neither  scriptural  nor  ra¬ 
tional,  and  they  are  convinced  that  the 
moral  attributes  of  Divinitjr  are  deeply 
concerned  in  the  contest ;  to  make  in¬ 
quiry  into  its  truth,  therefore,  cannot 
proceed  from  arrogant  curiosity,  nor  can 
it  be  trifling  with  their  dearest  interests. 
It  is  this  interest,  sir,  that  warmly  in¬ 
duces  them  to  search  after  the  truth,  as 
it  is  indeed  in  Jesus,  that  they  may  not 
rashly  receive  for  doctrines  the  command¬ 
ments  of  men.  Since  the  Deity  has  en- 


unlimited  and  universal,  inspire  at  -first  glance 
an  idea  worthy  of  Divinity ;  but  being  system, 
atically  interpreted,  they  become  both  limited 
and  partial.  They  can  only  refer  to  the  num¬ 
ber  and  magnitude  of  sins  that  have  been  com¬ 
mitted  in  an  unconverted  state,  and  to  the  aid 
promised  to  the  few  who  have  been  converted 
by  the  spirit  of  God.  Thus  what  you  call  grace, 
those  without  the  sphere  of  its  influence  will 
inevitably  call  partialiti/;  and  the  more  univer¬ 
sal  and  unlimited  the  pardon  granted  to  the 
chosen  favourites,  the  more  strilfing  the  con¬ 
trast  will  appear  to  those  W'ho  are  doomed  to 
remain  under  the  burden  of  Adam’s  sins,  as 
well  as  their  own. 


dued  our  minds  with  discriminating  pow¬ 
ers,  he  not  only  permits,  but  requires 
their  exertion  upon  subjects  most  worthy 
of  them.  Therefore,  unterrified  with  the 
awfulncss  of  the  spectacle,  we  shall  pro- 
I  ceed  to  examine  the  validity  of  your  ar¬ 
guments  in  opposition  to  the  formidable 
objection  which  has  been  stated. 

It  might  be  asserted,  that  your  first 
and  leadingargument,  if  it  were  admitted. 
Wf^ld  prove  too  much  ;  that  it  opens  a 
door  for  an  unlimited  extent  of  evil,  and 
carried  to  its  excess,  would  leave  it  in- 
difierent  to  the  wretched  inhabitants  of 
the  universe,  whether  a  being  nominalli/ 
benificent,  or  nominally  malcvolant,  pre¬ 
sided  over  their  lot.  Your  objector, 
therefore,  claims  a  right  to  urge,  that 
there  must  be  some  limitation  of  this  evil 
under  the  empire  of  a  Being  essentially 
good,  or  the  conduct  of  both  would  be 
exactly  similar.  He  will  suggest,  that 
the  existence  of  evil,  both  natural  and 
moral,  to  a  certain  extent,  may  be  an  in¬ 
dispensable  law  in  the  constitution  of 
limited  and  imperfect  beings;  that  na¬ 
tural  evil  may  become  beneficial  to  the 
suftercr  himself,  and  that  the  temporary 
permission  of  both  may  be  productive  of 
good  to  a  much  greater  degree  than  could 
be  obtained  without  it.  He  will  advance, 
that  the  greatest  sufferings  that  have  been 
indicted  cannot  be  deemed  unjust,  when 
they  have  not  been  inflicted  beyond  tlie 
claims  or  deserts  of  the  sufferer,  and 
where  a  power  of  indemnification  is  re¬ 
served  in  the  hands  of  the  Almighty.  He 
will  tell  you,  that  your  position  repre¬ 
sents  the  divine  conduct  in  the  admission 
of  evil, to  be  arbitrary  and  the  evil  unlimit¬ 
ed.  It  proposes  no  other  rule  of  action  than 
the  sic  volOfSicjubeo,  slat  pro  ratione  volun¬ 
tas.  It  renders  human  beings  naturally  vile 
and  wretched;  it  represents  vindictive  jus¬ 
tice  as  punishing  to  the  utmost  extent  of 
severity,  this  inevitable  cast  of  character, 
without  a  ray  of  hope,  or  power  of  alle¬ 
viation.  He  will  remind  you,  that  altho' 
it  is  not  inconsistent  with  the  character 
of  a  wise  and  good  parent  to  inflict  a  cer¬ 
tain  degree  of  suffering  upon  his  offspring, 
yet  no  wise  and  good  parent  will  render 
them  completely  miserable.  He  may 
administer  a  bitter  potion,  and  retain  his 
reputation,  but  he  cannot  administer  poi¬ 
son. 

His  right  to  correct  the  faults  of  cha¬ 
racter  or  of  conduct  observable  in  a  child, 
by  severe  chastisement,  will  convey  no 
title  to  render  the  whole  of  his  existence 
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a  curse  or  accession  of  infirmities,  which  May  we  not  also  add,  that  the  unwor- 1  out  receivg  the  puny  reward  of  “  honor 
could  not  have  been  avoided.  The  other  thy  conceptions  of  Deity,  which  the  pro-  able  «iention.’’ 

inode  you  recommend,  that  of  proving  fessors  of  so  bigotted  a  religion  must  in-  It  is  easy  to  perceive,  from  anotlier 
the  truth  and  importance  of  the  Christian  evitably  entertain,  the  terrific  represent-  observation  you  make,  that  your  extreme 
religion,  and  then  insisting  on  the  neces-  ations  of  the  divine  character,  the  trifling  embarrassment  respecting  this  acknowl- 
sity  of  receiving  this,  and  other  specula*  and  ridiculous  methods  enjoined  to  ap  edged  difficulty,  has  led  you  to  blend  and 
live  doctrines,  as  an  essential  part  of  the  I  pease  his  wrath  and  obtain  his  favour,  confound  things  inexplicable  with  things 
Christian’s  creed,  does  not  promise  great-  have  contributed  no  small  share  to  spread  contradictory  ;  ideas  perfectly  distinct, 
er  success.  Your  objector  dares  to  rea- j  atheism.  Vain  philosophy  has  hastily  “There  is  scarcely  an  object  around  us,” 

son  farther  than  yourself;  and  it  will  be  |  concluded,  that  to  banish  such  a  Being  you  say,  “  that  does  nut  aflbrd  endless 

difficult  to  call  forth  all  his  reasoning !  from  the  mind,  was  doing  service  to  hu-  matter  of  doubt  and  argument.  The 

powers  till  you  have  gained  this  happy  ;  manityj  and  the  populace  naturally  be-  meanest  reptile  that  crawls  upon  the 

point  of  conviction.  He  will  expect,  i  came  very  indifferent  about  his  existence,  earth,  nay,  every  herb  and  flower 
that  the  evidences  of  the  /ru/A  of  Chris- ■  In  like  manner  may  we  attribute  much  which  we  behold,  baffles  tie  imbecility 
tianity  shall  be  succeeded  by  the  evidence  i  of  the  incredulity  discoverable  among  of  our  limited  inquiries.”  It  is  readily 
of  lis  excellence;  &  when  he  finds  a  num*  |  protestants,  to  the  exceptionable  tenets  acknowledged,  that  we  cannot  compre- 
ber  of  doctrines  proposed  to  him,  incon-  j  still  remaining  in  the  creeds  and  confes-  bend  many  things  respecting  them.  We 
sistent  with  the  reason  you  have  permit- '  sions  of  churches  which  call  themselves  know  not  what  constitutes  animal  or  ve- 
ted  him  to  exercise,  he  will  feel  himself!  reformed.  To  the  thoughtless  and  indif-  getable  life,  whence  the  powers  and  pro- 
disconcerted  and  embarrassed.  He  will  j  ferent  they  serve  as  a  pretext,  w’hile  they  parties  of  each  class,  or  what  occasions 
examine  the  nature  of  these  doctrines  ;  if  disgust  the  considerate,  and  induce  them  the  diversities  they  possess.  But  we 
he  discovers  them  to  be  inconsistent  with  I  rashly  to  exclaim — “If  this  be  your  know  that  this  life,  its  laws,  its  diversi- 
the  attributes  of  Deity,  while  he  still  be- 1  Christianity,  it  cannot  be  from  above.”  ties,  its  final  cause, — the  ilifl’usion  of  en- 
lieves  them  essential  to  Christianity,  On  the  other  hand,  there  are  also  manyljoyraent — manifest  the  power,  thewis- 
there  is  great  danger  of  his  rejecting  '  instances  of  persons  in  whom  a  religious  j  dom,  and  the  goodness,  of  the  great  Au- 
Christianity  itself.  He  will  agree,  that  temper  and  the  power  of  discrindnation  thor  of  life.  When  it  can  be  shown  that 
although  the  force  of  testimony  be  strong-  are  nappily  united,  and  who  know  how  to  God  created  the  meanest  reptile,  either 
ly  in  favour  of  the  existence,  character,  separate  the  chaff  from  the  wheat.  There  with  a  determination  to  render  it  miser- 
mission,  and  resurrection  of  Jesus,  the  are  many  who  have  been  converted  to  the  able,  or  with  a  prescience  of  its  misery  ; 
internal  evidence  is  so  directly  contrary  belief  of  a  gospel,  purged  of  its  impuri-  when  it  can  be  proved,  that  the  present 
to  the  honorable  ideas  we  ought  to  enter- 1  ties,  who  thought  it  not  worthy  of  credit  race  of  reptiles  receive  disgrace,  and  be- 
lain  of  the  Divinity;  the  doctrines  it  in- 1  in  its  impure  state.  There  are  many  come  heirs  of  endless  misery,  for  some 
culcates  are  so  revolting,  that  my  reason  ,  others  who  were  educated  after  the  strict-  misconduct  of  their  parent  reptile,  the 
teaches  me  to  withhold  mv  assent.  1  had  i  est  sect  of  our  religion,  or  in  the  doc-  cases  will  Itecome  parallel.  Then,  also, 
rather  believe  human  testmioiiy  to  be  de- i  trines  of  Calvinism,  who  have  been  able,  will  wisdom  and  goodness  vanish  from 
ceitful,  however  strongly  supported,  than  :  upon  the  closest  examination,  to  sepa-  our  sight,  and  power  alone,  arbitrary  and 
to  believe  the  contradictions  you  en- !  rate  truth  from  error,  the  word  of  God  tyrannical,  be  left  for  our  contemplation, 
force  upon  me.  If,  on  the  contrary,  he  :  from  the  additions,  false  conceptions,  and  Then,  also,  will  these  who  should  em- 
should  suspect  that  these  doctrines  are  '  impositions  of  men;  whose  faith  in  the  brace  the  extravagant  hypothesis,  find 
not  of  God,  and  should  find  upon  inquiry  j  truth  and  importance  of  Christianity  has  themselves  embarrassed  in  inexplicable 
that  they  are  the  mere  inventions  of  men,  I  been  confirmed  by  discovering  that  tenets  difficulties,  in  attempting  to  reconcile 
who  have  given  an  artificial  importance  '  the  most  objectionable,  v-ere  not  Christi-  j  palpable  contradictions.  Permit  me  fur- 
to  their  crude  conceptions,  and  guarded,  j  anity.  These,  sir,  have  joyfully  stopped  ther  to  observe,  as  no  unimportant  addi- 
\yith  all  the  terror  of  a  gloomy  imagina-  j  at  the  half-way  house  you  have  mention-  tion  to  the  above,  that  unless  you  relin- 
tion,  sentiments  which  cannot  bear  the  ed  with  contempt.  They  find  it  pleas-  quish  your  argument,  you  will  be  corn- 
light  of  reason  he  may  remain  a  sincere  antly  situated  between  the  dreary  and  pelled  to  increase  the  number  of  articles 
believer  in  Christianity.  These,  sir,  are  barren  wastes  of  infidelity,  on  the  one  in  your  faith;  foryour  mode  of  reasoning 
not  mere  speculative  probabilities ;  each  hand,  and  the  gloomy  regions  of  false  is  equally  applicable  to  the  vindication  ot 
process  has  been  frequently  repeated,  theology  on  the  other.  Here  they  meet  some  doctrines  which  you  deny;  and 
Inquisitive  students  in  theology  have,  in  with  rationality  in  amity  with  religion;  these  also  must  be  received,  unless  you 
numerous  instances,  either  relinquished  they  rejoice  in  a  station  where  the  mind  allow  its  futility  respecting  those  you  ad- 
the  doctrine  you  deem  peculiar  to  Chris-  can  indulge  hope  and  confidence  in  its  mit.  How  would  you  be  able  to  confute 
liauity,  or  they  have  relinquished  Ghris-  God,  without  the  injunction  of  sacrificing  the  doctrine  of  transubstantiation,  upon 
lianity  altogether.  Admitting  that  the  their  reason;  and,  sir,  without  flattery,  your  principles,  in  a  controversy  with  a 
atrocities  lately  committed  in  a  neigh-  they  w’ould  ftel  themselves  highly  grati-  Homan  Catholic? 

bouring  nation  proceed  entirely  from  in-  fied  were  you  to  join  the  society.  One  He  asserts  most  positively,  that  the 
fidelity,  it  may  be  fairly  concluded  that  circumstance  renders  them  peculiarly  doctrine  is  taught  in  the  sacred  scrip- 

this  infidelity  is  to  be  ascribed  to  the  ab-  worthy  of  your  notice;  the  ablest  defend  tures;  holds  its  belief  necessary  to  sal- 

surdities  of  their  national  creed.  These  ers  of  Christianity  are  to  be  found  in  this  vation;  terms  those  mere  nominal  Chris- 
they  have  been  taught  from  their  infancy  very  class  to  which  you  have  been  re-  tians  who  deny  it;  &  laments  the  degen- 
to  venerate  as  the  essential  doctrines  of  luctant  togive  the  full  title  of  Christians,  eracy  of  the  times  in  which  such  “an  im- 
Christianity;  but  as  soon  as  reason  began  Had  it  not  been  for  their  labours,  the  ab-  portant  truth  is  visibly  upon  the  decline.” 
to  dawn,  not  being  accustomed  to  view  surdities  of  systems  like  yours  w’ould  You  are  now  the  bold  objector;  you  ad- 
the  religion  of  Jesus  through  any  other  have  completely  banished  religion  from  vance,  that  the  expressions  in  Scripture 
medium,  and  totally  unable  to  discrimi-  among  us,  ami  have  deluded  this  country  require  no  such  interpretotion,  and  that 
nate  truth  from  error,  they  have  rejected  also  with  the  torrepts  of  infidelity.  They  the  doctrine  is  absurd  in  itself.  He  con- 
♦he  whole.  have  long  stood  in  the  breach,  and  fought  cedes  that  considerable  difficulties  sur- 

*  your  battles  :  though,  as  it  appears,  with- '  round  it^  and  that  the  objection  cannot  b» 


satisfactorily  answered  by  a  direct  appeal 
to  reason.  He  resolves  to  draw  you  off 
from  these  dark  &  slippery  regions,  and 
contend  with  you  on  sure  grounds.  Sup-  I 
posing  you  to  be  skeptical,  he  will  com-  j 
mcnce  by  proving  the  truth  of  the  Chris-  [ 
lian  religion;  if  you  acknowledge  the' 
Scriptures,  he  will  charge  you  with  in-  i 
consistency  and  irrcligion,  in  not  believ-  j 
ing  all  that  the  Scriptures  contain.  The  j 
expressions,  he  urges,  are  absolute: — 1 
''this  is  my  body  broken  for  you,  this  is  my  | 
blood.'’  You  arc  not  to  oppose  the  im  I 
l>crtioance  of  your  reason,  oik^the  inibe- 1 
cility  of  your  inquiries,  to  the  express ; 
declaration  of  Christ.  Should  you  yield 
to  the  force  of  his  argument,  an  Aiithro- 
inorphitc  presents  himself.  lie  tells  you  | 
that  passages  innumerable  prove,  beyond  I 
dispute,  that  the  Supreme  Being  has  | 
bodily  organs;  urges  tliat  the  Sciiptures  i 
repeatedly  mention  the  hands  of  the  Lord,  , 
the  eyes  of  the  Lord;  that  they  speak  of  j 
the  breath  of  his  nostrils,  of  his  voice,and 
declare  that  the  earth  is  literally  his  foot 
stool.  You  allege,  that  these  are  merely 
figur.'itive  expressions.  He  contradicts 
the  assertion.  You  maintain,  that  his 
doctrine  militates  against  the  spirituality 
of  the  Divine  nature.  lie  admits  this 
spirituality,  but  he  will  not  relinquish  his 
tenet.  He  allows  the  subject  to  be  dif¬ 
ficult,  attempts  to  soften  the  difficulty  by 
suggesting  that  every  reptile,  and  every 
flower  baffles  the  imbecility  of  our  inqui¬ 
ries;  that  there  is  scarcely  an  object  that 
docs  not  afford  endless  matter  for  doubt 
and  argument;  and  he  believes  in  the 
pure  spirituality  of  God,  and  in  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  Anthroinorphites.  A  third 
appears,  who  also  professes  to  be  a  firm 
believer  in  Christianity,  and  to  receive 
the  doctrines  as  he  finds  them,  without 
venturing  to  consult  the  imbecility  of  his 
own  reason.  He  maintains,  that  the 
true  object  of  ChristVmission  was  to  dis¬ 
seminate  strife  and  hatred  through  the 
world.  You  are  surprised  and  indignant 
at  such  a  charge  being  brought  against  a 
religion,  which  proclaims  peace  on  earth 
and  good  will  toman;  against  the  doc¬ 
trine  of  the  meek  and  humble  Jesus,  who 
pronounced,  “Blessed  are  the  peace¬ 
makers,”  and  whose  example  was  such 
an  unqualified  pattern  of  patience,  for¬ 
bearance,  and  forgiveness.  Your  oppo¬ 
nent  tells  you  these  are  fallacious  notions; 
you  are  even  warned  not  to  be  deceived 
iiy  them,  for  Christ  himself  admonishes 
you,  “Think  not  that  I  am  come  to  send 
peace,  but  a  sword;  for  I  am  come  to  set 
a  man  at  variance  against  his  father,  and 
the  daughter-in-law  against  her  mother- 
in-law!’ 

It  is  in  vain  that  you  attempt  to  quali 
fy  and  explain;  this  man  also,  who  has 
built  his  system  upon  particular  passages, 
mistaking  strong  expressions  for  literal 
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!  import,  insists  upon  your  believing  it  as)  general  conduct  evinces  that  he  desires, 
ja  revealed  truth,  and  avers  that  the  very*  and  as  far  as  in  him  lies,  promotes  the 
object  of  Christ's  mission  was  to  excite  |  happiness  of  his  fellow  men — who  will 
j  animosities.  Can  you  possibly  reject  his  I  not  wrong  another  to  promote  his  own  in- 
!  principles  with  the  indignation  they  de- 1  terest — who,  in  his  life,  is  governed  by 
j  serve,  without  perceiving  that  your  mode!  the  Gospel’s  golden  rule. 

I  of  reasoning  leads  to  regions  dark  and  \  But  they  who  live  only  for  themselves 
I  slippery  in  the  extreme?  Such  are  the  i  — who  restrict  their  sympathies  and  kind 
embarrassments  into  which  your  manner !  offices  to  some  favourite  few — who  are 
of  defending  a  doctrine,  not  more  free  |  regardless  of  the  wants,  insensible  to  the 
trom  exceptions  than  any  of  thepreceed- 1  sutlerings  of  the  sons  and  daughters  of 
ing,  necessarily  precipitates  you.  !  poverty  and  wretchedness,  and  who,  to 

(To  be  Coniinued.)  I  such,  say,  *‘go,  be  ve  warmed,  and  be 

For  the  Emngtiical  Magazine.  \  "'bile  tliey  administer  not 

sE^nirrkx-  n  '  to  their  necessities— these  are  as  des- 

-A.d  at,oJainLl?Le}Ll,  char-  i «  /“''‘"f* 
among  gonnehenf  for  Iharitg  '*  “f 

cLr  .he  mMiuJeofnim.”  I  Peter  iv.  8.  ■  ,  “,"^.1"?^  "1  '"t  '’'r 

,  1  •  1  have  need,  and  shutteth  up  bis  bowels  ol 

Charity,  or  Love,  is  the  most  pure  and  compassion  from  him,  how  dwelleth  the 
holy  principle  that  ever  inspired  the  j  love  of  God  in  him?” 
breast  of  man.  It  is  that  fountain  of'  mi  ^  i .  -i .  i  i  -  ,  • 


blessedness,  which  feeds  every  stream  ot ;  ■  r  •  -  *  ,  •  xl  *.  i  •  u  u  1 1 

„  ,  •  iL  riu  •  ?  II  spoken  of  in  our  text,  IS  that  which  should 

goodness  in  the  Christian’s  soul.  Issueing  *  i  •  i!  i  n  -a 

„  ui  I  anect  our  desires,  hopes,  and  walk: — it 
from  God,  blessings  innumerable  are:  ,  .  •  i.'  i  i  iu 

,  .  •  8  M-  1  *  .L  '  does  not  envy,  is  not  pufted  up,  seeketh 

borne  to  every  intelligent  creature — the]  .  •*  ,  ,*  •  i  , 

®  '  I  •  not  Its  own  good  exclusively,  IS  not  eas- 

biessings  ot  lite,.  creation  s  glorious  ,  ?  •  •  ..  i.'  --  l  . 

1  .u  u  ♦-  f  -c  ”  *  'ly  provoked, rejoiceth  notin  iniquity,but 
work,,  the  booeue,  of  a  muo. Scent  pro-  ,  Y,,  ,  J  j,,  „ 

videnee,  and  the  joy,  of  eternal  rederap-  6 

.  .  r  i  n  1  -1  u  !  faileth.  So  far  as  we  sustain  this  char- 

Kelurn.ngfromntan  0  God,  it  bear,:  ,  ^ 

the  warmeat  gra  nude,  the  fullest  conS  '  shall  we  co- 

dence,  and  the  deepe  t  devotran.  It ,,,  ^  multitude  if  .in,. 

indeed,  the  strongest  tie  which  can  unite  ,  ,  ,  s.  .  j 


That  charity,  or  love,  then,  which 


man  to  his  fellow,  or  the  world  to  God. 


2d.  In  what  sense  are  we  to  under- 


Never  does  Jehovah  display  so  fully  the  j  that  charity  covereth  the  multi* 
glory  of  his  character,  as  when  he  reveals  •  t*ide  ol  sinsr 

himself  in  the  attribute  of  love.  Never  j  Does  the  apostle  mean  that  w'e,  by  the 
does  man  know  so  much  of  God,  as  when  i  exercise  of  charity  shall  be  enabled  to 
most  he  feels  the  inovings  of  this  exalted  cover  in  ourselves  a  multitude  of  sins? 
and  sanctifying  spirit.  It  is  the  perfec-  Can  we,  by  performing  some  charitable 
tion  of  the  Christian’s  character;  and  acts,  thereby  protect  ourselves  from  a 
without  this,  all  things  else  are  but  righteous  retribution,  in  the  commission 
“  sounding  brassand  a  tinkling  cymbal.”  of  known  violations  of  God’s  law?  Will 
In  remarking  further  upon  this  subject,  exercise  of  this  virtue  procure  for  us 
we  will  observe  that  order  presented  us  a  pardon  of  our  sins,  or^ive  us  a  claim 
in  our  text.  fo  eternal  blessedness?  To  us,  these  sen- 

1st.  Notice  the  duty  of  charity— what  timents  appear  foreign  to  the  apostle’s 
jg  itp  meaning,  notwithstanding  profound  theo* 

2d.  In  what  sense  does  it  “cover  the  logians  nave  advanced,  and  endeavoured 
multitude  of  sins?”  to  maintain  them.  But,  I  ask,  would 

The  learned  tell  us  that  the  original  j  they  not  be  licentious  in  their  influence? 
word,  rendered  in  our  translation,  char- 1  Do  they  not  inspire  false  hopes,  leading 
ity,  signifies  love— the  leading  word  of  1  n>ap  to  imagine  that  he  can  purchase  that 
our  text — continual  or  uninterrupted  j  which  alone  is  the  gift  of  God?  If  a 
love:  that  is,  a  steady,  active  principle,  i  measure  of  charity  would  hide  or  cover  a 
aftecting  the  heart,  and  governing  the  life  sins,  then,  upon  the  same  principle, 
of  man — checking  the  passions,  and  pre-  we  can_  cover  all  our  sins.  But  as  well 
paring  the  soul  for  the  reception  of  the  might  time’s  visionary  moments  compare 
truths  of  the  gospel,  the  display  of  its  with  eternity’s  wastelep  ages,  as  for  the 
character,  and  the  enjoyment  of  its  prin-  exercise  of  charily ,  or  the  virtues  of  man, 
ciples.  We  do  not  say  that  man  can  do  fo  urged  as  a  claim  to  eternal  life:— 

no  good  deed — that  there  is  virtue  in  no  ‘‘^7  of  the  law  no  flesh  shall  be 

act,  save  that  which  is  purely  disinter-  justified: — by  grace  are  ye  saved,  thro’ 
ested:  (for  then  would  there  be  but /we-  faith;  and  that  not  of  yourselves:  it  is 
cious  little  goodness  in  the  world:)  but  th®  9^/1  God.  Repent,  and  believe 
this  much  is  self-evident,  that  he,  and  he  fo®  gospel — or  be  converted— that  your 
only,  is  the  truly  charitable  man,  whose  sins  may  be  blotted  out*  ^ 
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“  What  then  are  we  to  understand  by  ■  abode  of  happiness  ?  then  let  its  mem- j  For  the  Evangelical  Magazine. 
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ereth  the  multitude  of  sins  ?”  .  |  garment.  jjj.  ^fumer, 

To  cover  sins,  we  understand  is,  to  ■  Would  we  walk  through  life  in  a  man-  A  few  numbers  of  vout 

excuse  them,  and  thereby,  protect  the  j  shall  enable  us  to  meet  death  liaving  fallen  into  my  hands  by 

subject  Iroin  certain  evils  which  other-  composure— to  pass  its  shade  in  the  politeness  of  a  fiieiid,  I  feel  desirous 

wise  must  be  experienced,  triumph  ?  Then  love  that  word,  believe  sketch  you  a  few  brief  lines,  hopit;g 

Governed  by  the  principle  of  charity,  '  those  truths,  practice  those  commands,  j  may  meet  with  a  friendly  le- 

we  shall  indulge  towards  the  transgres  I  Siven  to  us  by  God  in  his  Son  Jesus  j  ception,  and  if  in  your  judgment  it  is 
sors,  a  spirit  of  forbearance— we  shall  be-  j  Christ  j  all  ot  which  begin  and  end  in  this,  ;  piopcr,  that  their  interrogatories  may 
hold  them  in  the  most  favourable  light —  |  the  good — the  happiness  ot  all — the  high- !  ^  solution  in  your  columns.  At 

we  shall  admit  every  palliation,  which  is  Klory  of  Jehovah.  ^  present  our  sentiments  are  diverac  j  but 


admissible — and  thus,  broad  will  be  the  I 
niautle  which  we  shall  throw  over  the  er-  j 
rors  of  others.  In  this  sense,  it  is,  tliat ; 
we  understand,— '•  charity  covereth  a  ' 
multitude  of  sins,’’ — for  it  is  written,  j 
charity  bcareth  all  things,  hopeth  all  : 
things,  believeth  all  things;  charity  nev-  j 


N.  WRIGHT. 
Madison,  August,  1828. 
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proper,  that  their  interrogatories  may 
find  a  solution  in  your  columns.  At 
present  our  sentiments  arc  diverge  ;  but 
as  we  are  commanded  to  “  prove  al' 
things,’’  1  am  willing  that  mine  sliould 
be  brought  to  the  test.  If  I  am  wrong, 
I  am  willing,  not  only  to  see  but  to  tm 
brace  the  truth.  1  have  long  been  of  tlic 


cliarity  bcareth  ail  thing,,  hopeth  all  |  I'TICA,  SATURDAY  ADtlUtiT9,  1.20.  "  free  enqu^y,  a  cuith 

things,  believeth  all  things;  charity  nev- j  iiemoua/s— Brother  NaiLaniel  Wright  of  Bos-  vation  of  friendly  feelings,  is  the  only 
er  failcth.  Hatred  stireth  up  strife  ;  but  j  ton,  Mass,  removed,  about  two  months  since,  to  way  in  which  a  union  among  Christians 
love  covereth  all  sins  while  the  for-  ‘  jiadisoa  in  this  state,  where  his  labors  ia  the  ®ver  be  cftected.  I  have  some  diili- 
iner  fans  the  flame  of  envy,  animosity  &j  ministry  of  Reconciliation  were  much  needed  culties  with  your  sentiments,  if  1  uiider- 
icvengc,  the  latter  quells  the  angry  pas- !  abundantly  blessed.  stand  them  correctly,  to  propose  which, 

sions,  and  leads  to  peace,  and  forgive-  |  is  the  design  of  this  friendly  letter, 

siess.  But  t'»ere  IS  a  sense  in  which  it  ,  pitcher,  Chenango  co.  to  Chenango  Point,  *  understand  you  to  believe  that  end- 
may  be  admitted,  that  sin  m  ourselves,  |  Y.  where  a  door  appears  to  be  punishment  is  unjust.  According  tc 

may  be  covered,  il  chanty  d  wd^  ,  j  extensive  usefulness.  ‘liis  thesis  will  it  not  at  last  appear  that 

hear!,  and  is  displaced  in  oui  ^^cneial  |  ‘  ,  ,,  ,  ,  ,  many  who  enter  heaven  canneveras- 

conduetthroughhte.— Sinners  we  all  are  Shannon  has  lately  salvation  to  God  and  the 

to  a  greater  or  less  degree  and  this  en- ;  accepted  an  lavitation  to  labor  with  the  Urn-  ^  jj.  punishment  be  un- 

emy  of  man,  does  mtwine  itself  around  |  versahst  Society  m  South  New  Berlin  N.  Y.  exemption  from  it  the  sinner’s 

every  heart,  and  display  itself  in  a  meas- 1  and  its  vicinity.  May  the  labors  of  thesemmis-  ^  righteous  God  withhold 

are  in  the  life  of  all  men.  But  there  is  ^  tenng  brethren  be  blessed  to  the  upbuilding  of  gi„ries  of  his  heavenlv  kingdom,  on 
a  charm  in  this  noble  virtue,  which  will,  ,  our  Zion  in  truth  and  righteousness.  principles  of  Justice,  when  the  sinner 

when  it  shines  from  us,  in  spite  of  envy,  I  - -  suffered  the  full  demerit  of  his 

detraction  and  revenge,  constrain  many  j  Rcv.TlnraasF.  Iving  of  Hudson,  m  this  state,  grimes?  But  in  the  scriptures  we  are 
to  pity — to  forgive — or  throw  over  us  the  |  has  accepted  die  invitation  of  the  Univcrsalist  taught  that  salvation  is  of  grace.  “  By 
mantle  of  charity — and  cover  many  a  ;  Society  in  Portsmouth  (N.  II.)  to  become  their  ^race  are  yc  saved.”  Besides,  if  endless 
fault. — This  should  be  an  .additional  mo-/ Pastor,  and  will,  we  understand, commence  his  punishment  be  unjust,  and  salvation  he 
live  to  us,  to  seek  and  cherish  this  grace,  j  labors  in  that  place  in  September  next.  Were-  the  sinner’s  right,  why  should  a  Saviour 
These  are  some  of  my  reflections  upon  ;  gret  very  much  to  lose  the  useful  labors  of  Br.  leave  the  bliss  of  heaven  and  undertake 
ibis  dcliglitful  theme — Charity  is  the  King  in  this  state  and  this  region  of  country  ;  the  work  of  redemption  ? 
hand  maid  of  wisdom,  pure,  gentle,  but  if  he  cau  be  more  extensively  useful  where  I  understand  you  to  believe  that  afl 
peaceable,  without  partiality,  and  with-  he  is  about  to  go,  we  must  not  complain,  but  punishment  is  disciplinary,  or  achastisc- 


out  hypocricy.  This  is  charity  chris-  heartily  bid  him  “  God  speed.” 

/ion  cAcrit^-emarating  from  Goil,  and  _ 

fed  by  the  principles  of  the  gospel  of  jsrew  Societies  Universalists  h'ive  recently 


ment.  Justice,  I  suppose,  requires  the  in¬ 
fliction  of  punishment  according  to  the 
full  demerit  of  crime,  or  the  treatment  of 


Christ.  Possessing  this,  we  shall  con  •  been  formed  m  Hampden,  in  Embden  and  in  persons  accoidins  to  their  iust  deserts  ; 


stantly  pant  for  a  purer  region  than  earth  |  Frankfort  (Me. ) 
tan  afford.  Possessing  this,  we  shall  ! 


and  mercy,  I  suppose,  is  a  mitigation  of 
justice,  or  undeserved  favour.  I  sup- 


desire  and  seek  to  promote  the  happiness  j  ^''ewUnireraalist  meeting  Houses  zxe  erect-  pose  that  you  believe  the  punishment 
of  all.  Possessing  this,  we  shall  freely  I  ing,  and  about  to  be  erected,  at  Sandy  Bay,  N.  which  is  inflicted  on  sinners  isachas- 
y  ®  *-*•?  i  J- at  Pawtucket  R.  I.  at  Dedham  (South  Par-  tisement  designed  for  their  good.  Now 

ot  affliction,  and  pour  the  oil  and  wine  of  j  jsb)  Mass,  at  Hanson,  and  at  Halifax,  Mass,  if  a  chastisement  designed  for  the  siii- 
jo5  and  consolation,  into  the  "nmided  j -pijg  jg  ners  good,  is  all  that  he  is  to  sufl’er,  and 

spirit-yPossessing  this,  as  we  have  op*  I  gressing  to  the  East ;  and  “  Orthodoxy”  as  it  is  all  that  he  deserves,  does  it  not  follow 
portunity,  wc  shall  do  good  to  all  men.  that  he  deserves  to  be  punished  more  fa- 

.  V,®  charity--pure— fervent— God  -  -  vourably  than  he  deserves  ?  If  to  be  treat¬ 

like  Charity.  How  high  .  How  noble  .  Rev.  Sylvanus  Cobb,  a  UniversalUt  preacher,  ed  mercifully  is  to  be  treated  more  fa¬ 
llow  worthy  of  all  cultivation  .  It  brings  late  of  Watorville  Me.  was  insialled  asPastorof  vourably  than  we  deserve,  and  this  is 
heaven  down  to  man.  It  exalts  man  to  the  First  Parish  in  Malden,  Ms.  (formerly  Con-  the  only  treatment  which  sinners  have  or 
the  very  portals  ofhgh  t,  glory  and  bics-  gregationalist)  on  the  30ih  ult.  a  majority  of  the  deserve,  then  do  they  not  deserve  less 
sedne88.-\Vould  we  Wv  vvhat  It  IS,  p„.sh having  become  Universahst.  than  they  deserve  .=>  Chastisement,  or 

which  constitutes  the  happiness-  of  an-  -  tl,at  punishment  which  promotes  the  sin- 

gels,  and  the  splints  of  the  just  made  per  I  NoTTCE.-~The  Chenango  Association  of  Uoi-  ners  good,  is  a  blessing.  And  this  bles- 
Icct  r  Cherish,  and  be  governed  by  tliisi  versalists  will  be  holdcn  in  Green  village  Chen-  sing  which  promotes  and  terminates  in 
heaven-born  principle.  W  ould  vv  e  de-j  aogo  co.  on  the  last  Wednesday  and  Thursday  ihe  sinner’s  good,  that  is,  his  salvation,  is 
«re  that  the  social  circle  should  be  the,  (27,  and  28.)  of  the  present  month.  ,  'i’hcrefore  the  just  da- 
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icrt  of  sin  is  a  blessing — even  salvation  1  j  just  demerit  ofhissint,  than  it  follows,  because 
t'liastiscnient  is  either  an  exercise  of ;  a  father  has  chastised  a  disobedient  child,  that 
mercy  to  which  the  sinner  has  no  just  or  iie  jj  therefore  injustice  bound  to  confer  on  him 
{iroper  claim  ;  or  it  is  an  exercise  ofjus-  iijg  ^bole  estate.  IMathetes  would  doubtless cs-  t 
tice  to  which  he  has  a  lawful  right.  If  teem  it  strange  logic  if  wc  were  to  argue  that, be- [  i 
the  former  be  Uod  can,  without  in-  cause  a  certain  man  had  transgn’sscd  the  laws  of  j  ' 
instice,  withhold  it;  butif  the  latter  be  this  state,  been  detected,  scatenceJ  to,  &  actual- i , 
correct,  salvation  is  the  sinners  right  ;  it , ,  three  jears  imprisonment  in  the  pen- 1 1 

iS  nut  of  ciace  ;  it  is  tint  the  gift  of  God.  .  o.  .  ,  t.  •  ■  .1  r 

.1.1-  II  ¥  I  •  t  ®  .  itentiaryorStatc’iPnson.hewasthcreforeen- 

1  Ills  IS  all  I  design  to  propose  at  pre-  ,  /  ,  .  .  r  1  1  u  1  .  .u  1 

,cnt.  If  these  should  be  satisfactorilvl'*^''^'^  to  a  brp  tract  of  land  bcloog.ug  to  the  . 

.solved,  and  some  others  tvhich  I  maV  ' 

>iibsc(iuently  propose,  I  see  nothing  wh'y  conclusion  is  equal-  ' 

I  may  not  unite  with  you  in  making  i*y  ^his  would  be  :  Indeed  it  is  more  * 

known  th'jsame  precious  faUh.'>’  The  po,  because  the  reward  is  infinitely  greater.  .1 
general  features  of  your  periodical,  the  *sthe  grand  mistake  into  which  Mathetes  j 

iivei  tures  you  have  made,  and  the  promp-  ,  and  many  others  have  run,  in  supposing  that  if  j . 
titude  of  your  replies  to  correspondents,  j  the  sinner  suffered  the  full  demcritof  his  crimes  j ' 
iead  me  to  conclude  that  you  w’lll  not  I  he  was  thcrefcreyiM/fj/ entit/ed  toheaven.  The!' 
iiverlouk  this  hasty  and  imperfect  scroll,  truth  is  here.  The  father  chastised  the  disobe- 1 


I  am,  Sir,  w'hat  I  ever  wish  to  be, 
Your  honest  friend, 

MATHETES. 

REPLY. 

VVe  are  happy  to  receive  the  above  commu- 


dient  child;  but  was  under  no  obligation  to  con. 
fer  on  him  his  fortune  in  consequence  ofit,  any 
more  tiian  he  was  before  the  child  sinned  and 
suffered  for  it.  And  if  he  confers  a  fortune  on 
him  it  will  be  a  free  gift,  donation  or  bequest. 
The  man  who  transgressed  the  laws  of  the  state 


nication  from  “  Slathctes,”  and  to  find  him  with  ,  _  j  °  .  . ,  ,  ,  . 

*  '■  .  ’  and  suffered  imprisonment  and  hard  labor,  v 

fiecdoin  proposing  his  objections  ta  our  views  _ _ .• _ r _ 


fiecdoin  proposing  his  objections  to  our  views 
and  expressing  a  willingness  to  embrace  them 
whenever  these  objections  are  removed.  This 


justly  entitled  to  exemption  from  further  punish¬ 
ment,  after  the  penalty  had  been  euilcred ;  but 
was  entitled  to  no  land  ;  nor  remuneration 


,s  all  wc  can  ask-v7c  wish  no  man  to  adopt  our  ti, estate:  for  he  had  not  beneCtted  the 

views  without  a  lull  conviction  of  their  correct-  sufferings  were  design- 

ness.  And  we  have  no  doubt  but  the  above 

named  difficulties  that  labor  in  Mathetes  mind  ^  transgressed  the 

nay  be  \er)  easily  removed.  laws  of  God  and  suffered  a  condign  punishment 

“  Mathetes”  is  right  in  saying,  »  I  understand 

V  eu  to  believe  that  endless  ,iUDishmcnt  is  unjust. 

We  do  “SO  believe,  and  so  we  preach.”  He  then  henefitted  Cod  in  the 

ask,  if  “it  will  not  at  last  appear,  according  to  ^r  laid  him  under  any  obligation  to  the 

•his  thesis,  that  many  who  cuter  hpaven  can  nev-  If  he  enjoys  eternal  life,  it  must  be 

,  r  ascribe  their  salvation  to  God  &  the  Lamb  ?”  unu,eritcd  gift  of  God.  Hence  “  IMath- 

\iisirer,  JNo;  and  in  return,  we  wou  as  etes”  will  perceive  we  can  agree  with  him  in  this 
••  Mathetes,”  if  he  cannot  conceive  how  salva-  .. 

1  ion  can  be  ascribed  to  God  and  the  Lamb  with-  tkrcvsh  faith,  and  that  not  ofvmrsclves 

nut  the  sacnfice  or  violation  of  justice  ?  Inoth-  he  unto  God  for  his 

er  woids,  ennnof  God  and  ths  Lamb  save  man  ^mspfakabU  gif  :.->'  “  God  hath  given  us  eternal 

unless  he  deserves  endless  punishment?  We  this  life  is  in  his  Son." 

should  not  think  much  praise  was  due  to  God  Iq  j,js  second  paragraph  of  inquiries  ‘  Math. 
and  the  Lamb  for  the  salvation  of  man,  if  they  etes’  is  correct  in  ‘  supposiug  that  we  ‘  be- 
iiiubt  riofa  te  the  damandsof/urficc to  accomplish  lieve  all  punishment  is  disciplinary,  or  chastise- 
it.  We  read  of  God,  Isa  xlv.  21.  that  he  is  ‘‘  a  roent  designed  for  the  good  of  the  punished 
/usf  G’otl  and  a  Satnour  not  that  he  must  be  and  that  “justice  requires  the  infliction  of  puu- 
aii  unjust  God  in  order  to  save.  He  next  asks,  ishment  according  to  the  full  demerit  of  crime, 
•‘It  endless  punisement  be  unjust  is  notexomp-  or  the  treatment  of  persons  according  to  their 
t  ion  from  it  the  sinners  light?”  Answer,  un-  just  deserts.”  But  we  think  ‘  Mathetes’ <t/j>po- 
■iesitatingly,yM.  All  men  have  a  natural  right  snion  that  ‘  mercy  is  a  mitigation  of  justice f  is 
'o  exemption  from  injustice.  But  “  Mathetes”  fvide  from  the  truth.  J\Iercy  never  requires  the  | 
jii'oceeds  to  ask  another  question,  (and  to  iden-  mitigation  of  a  just  punishment ;  nor  docs  jus¬ 
tly  it  with  this,  as  a  part  of  the  same,  when  in  Hce  ever  require  the  infliction  of  an  unmerciful 
fact  it  bears  no  relation  to  it,)  thus and  can  a  punishment.  These  two  darling  attributes  of  the 
righteous  God  withhold  the  glories  of  his  beav.  Deity  perfectly  harmonise  and  agree.  There  is 
'■nly  kingdom,  on  the  principles  of  yurfice,  when  no  contention  between  them  ;  (as  modern  tbeo- 
‘he  sinner  has  suffered  the  full  demerit  of  his  iogians  have  erroneously  supposed  ;)  but  as  the 
(•Mines.’”  Answer,  ye*.  For  it  no  more  follows  Psalmist  says,  *  justice  and  judgment  are  the 
ihat  the  sinner  is  entitled  to  heaven  and  eternal  habitation  of  thy  throne  ;  mercy  and  truth  go  be- 
laprincss  in  consequence  of  having  suffered  the  fore  thy  face.”  And  again,  ‘  Unto  Ibce,  O,  I.ord 


belongetb  mercy  ;  for  thou  renderest  to  ttery 
man  according  to  his  icorks."  Two  or  three  of 
Mathetes’  next  questions  relative  to  the  sinner’o 
deserving  ‘  to  be  punished  less,  and  more  favour¬ 
ably  than  he  deserves’ !  Sic.  as  they  proceed  on 
the  above  specified  errooecus  and  unscriptura! 
ground,  arc  in  fact,  not  to  the  point,  and  therc- 
tore  do  not  require  to  be  answered. 

The  last  difficulty  proposed  by  “  MathetC'.’’ 
is  this.  “If  the  sinner  deserves  puDishment,aiid 
punishment  terminates  in  good,  that  is,  the  sal¬ 
vation  of  the  sinner,  then  the  sinner  deserves 
salvation — that  punisliment  or  chastisement  for 
the  sinner’s  good,  is  an  exercise  of  mercy  to 
which  he  has  no  claim ;  or  it  is  an  exercise  of 
justice  to  which  he  has  a  la.vful  right ; — if  the 
former,  God  can  without  injustice  withhold  it, 
and  if  the  latter,  salvation  is  the  sinner’s  right, 
and  of  course,  not  q/*  grace." 

Answer  :  The  difficulty  with  IMathetes  lies 
here :  he  confounds,  or  identifies  punishment  too 
much  with  salvation — either  in  supposing  it  to 
be  (according  to  our  views)  the  salvation  itself, 
or  the  cause  of  salvation.  Wc  do  not  consider 
punishment,  even  that  which  is  designed  for  the 
sinner’s  benefit,  as  the  salvation  itself,  nor  the 
cause  of  salvation  ;  but  simply  as  the  means  of 
preparing  the  sinner  for  the  reception  ahd  enjoyment 
of  salcalion,  or  eternal  life ;  which,  after  all,  is  the 
free  gift  of  God,  undeserved,  unmerited,  by  the 
creature.  Justice  requires  that  the  sinner  be  pun¬ 
ished  according  to  his  demerits  ;  and  mercy  sees 
that  be  needs  correction  for  his  good.  Therefore 
justice  aud  mercy  both  unite — the  former  re¬ 
quires  and  the  latter  approves  the  stripes ;  and 
JSIcrey  guides  iiic  very  rod  that  justice  raises. 
Hence  the  declaration,  “  Mercy  and  truth  arc 
met  together;  righteousness  and  peace  have 
embraced  each  other and  “  mercy  rcjoiceth 
again  s  I  judgment.” 

i  Having,  as  we  conceive,  sufficiently  answer- 
i  cd  Mathetes’  objections,  we  will  now  propose 
one  or  two  questions  for  bis  consideration.  1st. 
If  justice  requires  the  endless  punishment  of  trans¬ 
gressors,  and  must  and  will  have  its  claims,  as 
“  all  have  sinned  and  come  short  of  the  glory  of 
God,”  as  “  all  have  gone  out  of  the  way,”  and 
together  become  evil ;  mtut  not  universal  end¬ 
less  damnation  be  the  consequence  7  The  scrip¬ 
tures  clearly  maintain  the  idea  that  justice  will 
hare  its  claims,  and  that  the  sinner  shall  receive 
accoiding  to  his  works.  God  “  will  by  no  means 
clear  the  guilty and  “  whosoever  doeth  wrong 
shall  (not  may)  receive  for  the  wrong  that  he 
hath  done  :  and  there  is  no  respect  of  persons.” 
M’e  see  not  bow  the  above  question  can  be  ans¬ 
wered  otherwise  than  in  the  affirmative.  2d.  If 
eternal  life  is  of  grace,  the  free  unoierited  gift  of 
God,  and  if  he  bestows  this  gift  on  a  part  of  man¬ 
kind,  will  be  not  alike  bestow  it  on  all,  if  he  be 
impartial  and  as  the  scriptures  declare,  “  no  re¬ 
specter  of  persons  ?”  Or  would  not  a  good  earth¬ 
ly  father,  zfter punishing  and  correcting  his  dis¬ 
obedient  children,  and  rewarding  bis  obedient 
and  dutiful  ones,  alike  bestow  on  them  all,  his 


78  UTICA  RVANGRMCAL  xMAGAZINE. 

lortune  at  last, or  make  them  equalheirs  to  liU  i  demons  that  bind  thousands  in  their  in* 
estate,  which  is  a  gratuUy  that  neither  the  one  |  exorable  chainSy  shall  be  swept  with  the 

nor  the  other  has  or  possibly  can  mtr/t,  or  justi}  1  heart*  renovating  love  of  God«  fiom  off 

claim?  and  will  God  be  iesi  bountiful  than  man?  ihe  face  of  the  whole  Earth, 

_  g  '  once  condemned  sons  of  Adam  shall 

Eziraci  of  a  Z^«er/r»»,  fer.  T.  FM,  lo  |  oome  forth  tvith  triomphs  anj  e*erla.l. 

»  «  /  ^  J  T  I  r,tr  ao-to  ‘"E  loy  upon  “‘or  heads— when  their 

the  Senior  Editor,  dated,  Jviy  25,  1828.  garments  shall  have  been  washed  in  the 

Dear  Sir  &  Brother  blood  of  Christ,  and  their  robes  become 

Dear  S.r,  &  Bro.her,^^  tvhi.e  aa  »ool_whea  every  aect,  name, 

portance  to  communicate  that  will  be  and  Jenomtnatton,  shall  be  lost  in  the 
Sew  to  you-You  have  doubtless  heard  of  nameofarisl.  Smu  shall  arrive  ha 

Dr.  J.  Jlyers’  conversion  to  our  most  ho-  ®‘'“r  ' 

Ivfaith-it  is  probably  the  most  impor-  be  bound  in  everlasting  cliatns-when  no 
lint  event  that  has  ever  transpired  in  mere  shall  be  heard  the  self  righteous 

Pennsylvania,  so  far  as  liheral  Christian-  f  f '  a  '  v  saun  ing 

ity  is  concerned.  There  never  was  such  his  deed,  ol  darltness-No  longer  shall 
an  evcilement  knotvn  on  any  other  sub-  He  Mcrlics  of  freemen  tremble  beneath 
iectin  his  neighbourhood  as  this  has  ere-  J®  «»liallotved  and  ghostly  hand  of 
ited.  Our  ft-rends  in  Lancaster  county  PatESTCii.Fi-No  more  shall  man  bend 
are  doing  wonders— since  mv  „lur;,  ] 

from  that  county  I  have  learned  that  three  ‘,Ta  I  i"' 

young  men  sre  preparing  for  the  ministry  ?  mralh-m/melcd  A  lmgHy  IwmU,  and  an 
•-of escellent cLricter &  attainmentsi  m  «™inable lake  of  t aining are.  andev. 
two  engaged  in  translationg  sermons  and  erlasting  patns.  a  a  tom  le 

pamphiels  into  the  Oermln-they  have  i  ">  He  greatest,  hmli  and  low,  rich  and 

.already  translated  and  published  my  |  P"”''’  hand  and  Tree,  shall  appear,  the 
■It*  I  •  ,  1  •'  ransomed  throne  oi  heaven,  oayine 

Washuieton  sermon,  and  are  now  enga-  .V,  ,  ,  p  <  it-  Iu  •  oi 

gedin  Translating  Ballou’s  Tretise  on  "  "" 

The  Atonement-Fear  not  therefore  for  j  ‘'“I"'’.  ‘■'"I'"".  P”""’ 

Pennsylvania-we  shall  give  a  good  ac- !  and  strength. 


,  r, a....--.  g, .o  «  goou  .o-  j,,,,,  Messi,,..  •  And oveiy 

count  of  ourselves.  We  have  to  fear  o  j 


but  one  thing — that  is  disunion  among 
ourselves — if  our  denomination  can.  in 


creature  which  is  in  heaven,  and  on  the 
Earth  and  under  tlie  Earth,  &  such  as  are 


«uii  aci  V vui  uciiuiiiiuaiiuii  v.au«  iii  •  .i  >  ii  aI  a.  '  ...i  i  il 

these  troublesome  times,  when  even  the  *'“=  'hem,  shall 

peace-loving  Quakers  are  all  by  the  ears  he  heard,  saying-Blessmg,  and  honour, 
-if  we  can  but  keep  the  unity  of  the  nod  g  ory.  Eif  PEi'e'.  he  unto  httn  that 
spirit  in  the  bonds  of  peace-we  have  cv-  .’"‘"h  “Pon  He  the  throne  and  tm  o  the 
eVy  thing  to  hope  and  nnthing  to  fear.  I;«mb  forever  and  ever.”  And  they 
Oiltuortfenemies  canneverharS  us-let  shal  sing  a  new  song,  saying,  Phou  art 
us  guard  against  internal  commotion  and  "'".‘hj;  ‘o  '“he  He  book  and  to  open  the 

««  -zee.*  avf  Ku*- _ _  scrIs  theicof  J  for  thou  wast  slam,  aud 

dissension — that  no  root  of  bitterness  ,  ,  I  i  u  au  1 1  i  , 

a  L  *  1  redeemed  us  to  uod,  by  thy  blood,  out 

may  spring  up  to  mar  our  happiness  and  <•  i  •  i  i  i  ^  i  i 
nrosneritv  ********  Qur  cause  and  tongue,  and  people 

r  J?.,  I*  •  I  and  nation.’’  Rey.  v  j  9,  12,  13. 

in  Philadelphia  is  prosperous — as  lam  ’  ’  RILEY 

happy  to  learn  is  the  case  in  Utica.  ^Ve  _ 

iniss  Bn  Smith  much,  very  much  his  ,  For  the  Eeangelical  Magazine, 
loss  to  Philadelphia  will  be  an  irrepara-  j  exxER  TO  REV.  JOSEPH  CHAMBERLAIN. 


hie  one — W'hat  his  society  can  or  may 
do  I  know  not — their  church  has  been 


closed  three  Sundays  already —  * 


1  shall  oiler  no  apology  for  addressing 


Is  there  no  one  in  your  village  who  can  ®  ‘’i  ; 

l«  persuaded  to  come  up  to  The  help  of  "  ““nable  to  the  tribunal  of 

the  Lord  against  the  mighty?  ••  •  *  P"'*'";  yesterday  had  He 

®  °  ^  pleasure  ot  attending  your  installation, 

„  .  „  77  .  .  I  of  course  had  a  pretty  good  opportuni- 
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1  of  course  had  a  pretty  good  opportuni¬ 
ty  of  learning,  so  far  as  you  expressed  it, 
your  religious  faith.  Though  in  your 


Messrs.  Editors  : — The  cause  of  Christ  public  administrations  you  appear  to  have 
appears  to  be  spreading — the  spirit  of  en*  studied  tohideyour  realCalvinistic  faith, 
quiry  seems  rapidly  increasing,  and  ma-  and  to  take  shelter  under  Arminianism, 
ny  are  brought  hereby  to  renounce  the  yet,  sir,  others  as  well  as  myself,  have 
worship  of  the  Beast  and  his  image,  and  now  had  an  opportunity  of  discovering 
substitute  the  pure  religion  of  Christ  in  the  real  and  native  deformity  of  your 
its  stead.  The  radience  of  that  happy  sentiments,  as  you  were  by  your  inqui* 
morn  begins  to  dawn,  when  the  watchman  sitors,  unfortunately  for  yourself,  drag¬ 
on  the  walls  of  Zion  shall  see  eye  to  eye,  ged  out  before  the  public.  Deception 
when  bigotry  and  superstition,  the  foul  and  dishonesty  have  been  quite  too  long 


practiced  by  different  sectaries  of  the  pro¬ 
fessedly  orthodox  faith.  They  do  not 
preach  boldly,  and  frankly,  and  undis- 
guisedly,  their  real  sentiments,  as  laid 
down  in  their  creeds.  But  do  you  say 
that  neither  you  nor  your  Baptist  breth¬ 
ren  believe  m  **  unconditional  election 
and  reprobation?”  Thisassertion  comes 
with  an  ill  grace  from  one  whose  creed 
maintains  it.  Do  you  not,  sir,  believe  in 
the  “final  perseverance”  of  the  saints? 
So  you  confessed  yesterday.  W'hat  then? 
is  not  this  unconditional  election?  Or  if 
it  be  conditional,  it  is  certain,  on  your 
grounds,  that  the  condition  will  infallibly 
be  complied  with!  This,  therefore, 
amounts  to  the  same  thing.  In  answer 
to  the  question,  “Do  you  believe  in 
election?”  you  replied,  “Yes.’’  Your 
faith  on  this  point  you  explained  as  fol¬ 
lows:  “I  believe  that  God  elected  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  to  salvation,  before  the  foun¬ 
dation  of  the  world.”  You  endeavored 
however,  notwithstanding  this  assump¬ 
tion,  to  maintain  the  use  of  preaching  the 
gospel  to  all  men-  From  this  fact  I  learn- 
led,  sir,  that  you  feared  your  hearers 
would  infer,  that  they  did  not  need  your 
preaching,  andw’ould  therefore  no  longer 
pay  you  “their  good  things’’  for  your 
bad  ones.  You,  sir,  preach  that  the  gos¬ 
pel  is  “good  tidings  of  great  joy,  which 
shall”  NOT  “be  unto  all  people.”  W'hy 
then  trifle  with  these  important  subjects? 
W/'hy  call  on  all  men  to  repent,  when  you 
don’t  believe  it  is  God’s  will  they  should 
repent?  W’hy  threaten  all  men  with  end¬ 
less  damnation,  when  you  believe  “God 
elected  a  part  from  all  eternity’  to  be  un¬ 
conditionally  saved?  Will  your  God  be 
,  pleased  with  such  charges?  You  said, 
that  God  chose  this  certain  elect  number 
“  through  sanctification  of  the  spirit,  and 
belief  of  the  truth.”  How  then  could 
God  have  chosen  them  from  all  eternity? 
Did  they  believe  the  truth  from  all  eter¬ 
nity?  Were  they  sanctified  from  all  eter¬ 
nity?  True,  you  quoted  a  text  in  Acts; 
“As  many  as  were  ordained  unto  eternal 
life  believed}”  but  does  it  say  they  were 
ordained  before  they  believed?  and  do 
you  think  that  all  people  who  will  be 
saved,  believed  at  that  time? 

Now  if  God  unconditional!}’  elected 
a  certain  number  to  salvation,”  he  must 
as  unconditionally  have  reprobated  the 
residue  to  damnation.  Thus  argues  your 
prototype,  John  Calvin:  that  God  could 
not  unconditionally  elect  a  part  of  man¬ 
kind,  unless  he  likewise  reprobated  the 
non-elect.  Why  then  do  you  pretend 
and  fain  so  much  love  for  the  reprobate, 
for  whom  you  have  no  faith  to  pray?  or 
if  you  do  pray  for  him,  it  is  a  mere  com¬ 
pliment,  and  without  faith,  which  is  sin  I- 
If  God  had  possessed  as  much  love  for 
man  as  you  do,  I  suppose  he  would  have 
made  it  possible  for  all  to  be  saved. 
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But  there  was  another  point  laboured  and  suffer  eternally,  even  if  they  should  !  stop  long  efiough  to  let  you  know  that  ^ 
in  your  discourse,  if  possible  more  glar-  strive  all  in  their  power  to  avoid  it  ?  !  am  highly  gratffied  with  the  su»n-estion  of 

ingly  absurd  than  those  above  detailed.  We  will  now  notice  the  subject  of  to- j  circulating  short  Tracts.  I  th'ink  I  may 
You  said,  in  answer  to  the  question,  ta/ <fc/)rapi/y,  on  which  you  had  consid- j  promise  that  from  ^5  to  $15  mi^ht  be  ea- 
“  What  was  the  effect  of  Adam's  sin?”  ■  erable  to  say.  |  sily  raised  in  the  town  of  Seneca,  if  ne- 

that  by  his  sin  ”  all  men  became  contam-  j  In  answer  to  th§  question,  ‘  What  state  j  cessary.  I  am  confident  that  it  is  one  of 
inated,  lost  communion  with  God,  and  j  did  the  transgression  of  .Adam  leave  |  the  best  plans  that  could  be  adopted  to 
became  liable  to  eternal  death!” — that  i  man  in  ?>  you  declared  ‘  total  depravity.’ |  rebut  bloody  Calvinism.  We  have  a 
“Adam  broke  a  law,  the  penalty  of  which  ;  But  you  said  at  the  same  time,  that  man  j  great  many  adult  boys  and  grown  up  girls 
was  death,  temporal,  spiritual,  and  eter-  \  in  that  totally  depraved  state,  is  not  as  \  in  the  back-woods,  whose  stunted  intel- 
««/;  and  that  Adam,  being  the  federal  i  6ad  «s  Ac  can  6e  /  Now  this  is  passing  i  lects  mi"ht,  in  this  way,  be  roused  to  ac- 
head  or  representative  of  his  whole  pro  - 1  strange  ;  it  is  like  saying  of  the  sun,  ‘  he  j  tion.  ^ 

geny,  he  contaminated  the  whole  human  |  is  totally  eclipsed,  yet,  he.  is  not  so  much  j  - 

race,  .to  the  latest  posterity.”  Now  I  \  eclipsed  as  he  can  oe.^  Now  as /ota/sig- 1  LESSONS  FOR  THOSE  WHO  LIKE 
wish  to  know,  if  those  elected  fell,  in  ;  nifies,  according  to  Walker,  ‘  whole,  i  THFM 


race,  .to  the  latest  posterity.”  Now  I  \  eclipsed  as  he  can  be.^  Now  as /ota/sig- i  LESSONS  FOR  THOSE  WHO  LIKE 
wish  to  know,  if  those  elected  fell,  in  ;  nifies,  according  to  Walker,  ‘  whole,  i  THEM, 

common  with  the  rest,  were  they  by  complete,  full.’  I  should  be  glad  to'  „  .  i  ^  i*-*  r  t, 

Adam’s  sin  made  liable  to  the  pains  of  i  know  how  a  person  can  be  totally  depra- i  ,  e  >onrse  .  B** 

eternal  death?  It  appears,  by  your  as- i  ved  and  yet  increase  in  depravity  ?  The  !  when  spoken  to  A- 

sumptions,  that  God  gave  Adam  the  |  Bible  compares  sinners  to  lost  silver.  ®  sayings  an  \ugansms.  e  c  oice 

power  to  frustrate  his  own  purposes.  i  Now  if  silver  be  lost,  it  is  silver  never- 
Perhaps  you  will  say,  “not  soj  for  God  '  theless.  This  would  not  be  a  just  com- 

foresaw  man’s  apcstacy  in  Adam,  and  i  parison  if  your  hypothesis  were  correct  ;  ^  Jm 

therefore  provided  a  remedy,  which  was  ;  or  if  sinners  are  ike  lost  silver  and  are  ^ 

Christ,  who  was  as  a  ‘Lamb  slain  before  totally  depraved  it  would  argue  that  the  .  .  , ,  ♦ 

the  foundation  of  the  work!,’  in  order  to  |  labor  of  searching  the  lost  silver  would  p  -  nr  to  be  ■  I  ** 

savethera.”  Ifthis  remedy  was  nrenared  be  lost,  as  it  would  be  worth  nothing  mT' 

from  before  the  foundation  of  the  world,  when  found.  °  '1  *1.  „  1“  fee?  W 

will  ,ou  have  the  goodness,  sir,  to  inform  Again,  sinners  are  likened  to  sheep  i  r  £..,1^.1011,  sin  a  erlmi.  nf 

me  how  the  elect  were  “liable  to  eternal  |  tyhich  have  gone  aslray  from  the  fold  of  J  j*  extensive  nature  praetised 
deatW”  Say,  friend  Chamberlain,  can  |  the  owner  ;  but  the  stray  sheep  is  still  “  ^  ^ 

you  tell  me  how  the  e  ect  could  be  in  dan-  he  same  owner’s  as  before  it  wen  astray.  ^  ,,  i„„u„eHible  sins- 

ger  of  eternal  datniialion,  unless  the  elec.  But  if  the  sheep  was  wholely  useless  and  .  .  ,p 

tionofGo.  and  the  faithfulness  of  Ciirist  pod  lor  nothing,  why  did  the  owner  ,,?aye‘r,  the  harlot’s 

should  fail?  If  there  was  danger  of  a  trouble  hiinself  to  go  alter  it.  and  bring  hypocrite’s  paint,  the  murder- 

failure  on  the  part  of  Christ,  then  the  [t  back  r  Again,  how  will  you  reconcile  or’s  smile,  thiVTs  cloak,  and  Jiidas’kiss,  it 
elect  were  in  danger  of  eternal  death,  total  depravity  with  the  -iM'.'-ne  of  ac- ; .  j„li  i  j  j  . ,. 

and  not  otherwise.  Again,  why  do  you  countability  ?  How  can  a  being  totally  |  characteristic, 
preach  to  reprobates?  Is  it  to  make  them  depraved  think  one  good  thought,  or  do  a  ! 
believe  that  Jusus  Christ  is  their  Saviour,  I  good  act  ?  Sinners  are  called  ‘  reprobate  , 

their  Redeemer,  who  “gave  himself  forj  silver.’  But  if  they  are  totally  depraved  A  Mandarine,  who  took  much  pride  in 
them?”  No,  sir;  you  are  not  so  short- !  "’hy  are  they  not  denominated  reprobate !  appearing  with  a  number  of  jewels  on  ev- 


is  mankind’s  darling  sin>  and  the  devil's 


sighted  as  to  believe  that  a  reprobate,  on  dross  ? 


•ry  part  of  his  robe,  was  once  accosted 


your  plan,  can  be  saved.  Do  you  say  I  Lastly,  with  regard  to  the  Trinity,  by  an  old  sly  Bonze,  who  followed  him 
‘  he  can  be  saved,  if  he  will,  or  if  he  will  l  you  asserted  that  the  ‘  term  Trinity  was  through  several  streets  and  bowed  often 
believe  P  Then  I  ask  is  not  the  repro- 1  found  in  the  Bible.’  This  you  declared  to  die  ground,  thanking  him  for  his  jew- 
bate  called  on  to  believe  the  truth  ?  and  i  twice  or  thrice.  Now,  Sir,  as  I  have  nev-  els*  ‘  What  does  the  man  mean  ?  cried 
ifso,  as  he  is  flre;)ro6a/c,  this  is  the  truth;  j  er  seen  the  word  in  the  scriptures,  you  the  Mandarine,  ‘  Friend,  I  never  gave 
therefore  he  is  to  believe  what  will  not  will  do  me  a  great  kindness  by  directing  thee  any  of  my  jewels.’  ‘  No  (replied 
save  him  ,  viz  :  that  he  is  a  reprobate  !  I  me  to  the  Book,  Chapter  and  Verse,  in  the  other)  but  you  have  let  me  look  at 
Forhis  faith  cannot  make  falsehood  truth,  which  the  word  may  be  found:  and  I  them,  and  that  is  all  the  use  you  can 
nor  truth  falsehood.  The  fact  then  stands  shall  feel  much  obliged  to  you  for  the  make  of  them  yourself,  there  is  no  differ- 
thus  :  The  reprobate  must  believe  what  same.  I  shall  not  continue  this  commu-  ence  between  us,  but  this,  you  have  the 
cannot  profit  him  !  I  doubt,  sir,  wheth-  nicaiion  any  farther  at  present.  But  per-  trouble  of  watching  them  and  that  is  an 
er  you  or  any  other  man  are, or  ever  were  haps  I  may  take  the  liberty  of  addressing  employment  I  don’t  much  desire.’ 

called  to  preach  such  doctrines  to  the  you  on  some  of  these  important  subjects  - 

world.  If  you  are  called  to  preach  so,  hereafter;  especially  on  the  subject  of  Few  are  more  frequently  envied  than 
why  are  you  not  honest  in  makino-  it  the  Trinity  and  endless  misery.  those  who  have  the  power  of  forcing  at- 

known  to  your  congregation  that  this  is  With  all  due  respect,  I  am.  Dear  Sir,  tention^whereyer  they  come,  whose  en- 
the  message  you  are  called  to  bear  ?  But  your  obedient  servent,  and  brother  in  trance  is  considered  as  a  promise  of  feli- 


•T,  it  is  a  fact  that  a  great  number  of  Christ. 


J.  B.  SHANNON. 


your  people  are  either  so  ignorant  of 
vour  sentiments,  or  ashamed  of  them,  or 


South  New  Berlin,  July  24,  1828 


dishonest,  that  they  will  not  avow  them  !  Extract  of  a  letter  to  the  Senior  Editor 
1  will,  sir,  ask  you  one  more  question  from  a  highly  respectable  gentleman  in  Sen- 
•Jpon  this  part  of  our  subject,  and  leave  it  cca,  Ontario  co.  dated  August  3d, 


ON.  city,  and  whose  departure  is  lamented, 
:8.  like  the  recess  of  the  sun  from  northern 
climates,  as  a  privation  of  all  that  enli- 
Editor  vena  fancy  or  inspires  gaycty. 


Dear  Sir 


wr  you  and  your  people  to  solve;  If|  Dear  Sir 
God  decreed  that  some  men  should  sin  far  as  page 
Wd  suffer  eternally,  would  they  not  sin 


vio  CO.  dated  August  Zd,  It  gives  us  pleasure  to  be  able  to  state,  that 

ir—T  have  read  vourQth  No  as  Rev.  Jacob  Wood,  of  Shrewsbury,  Mast,  has  ac- 
y  ®*  ceptedau  invitation  from  the  Univerialist  Society 
je  69th  With  great  pleasure.  1  inSaco,  Me.  to  settle  in  that  town,  under  highly 

dattcringcircumstanccs. — CA.  Int. 


UTICA  EVANGELIC  AT.  MAGAZINE* 


From  the  Wesleyan  Methodist  Magazine. 

CHRISTS  ENTRY  INTO  JERUSALEM. 

Mark  xi.  9,  10. 

BT  THE  EEV.  J.  IV.  CUNXINOnAM,  A.  M. 

From  Olivet’s  sequester’d  seats, 

What  sounds  of  transport  spread  ? 

What  concourse  moves  through  Salem’s  streets, 
To  Zion’s  holy  head  ? 

Behold  him  there  in  lowliest  gu  se  ! 

The  Saviour  of  mankind  ! 

Triumphal  shouts  before  him  rise, 

And  shouts  reply  behind  ! 

And  “  strike.”  they  cry  “your  loudest  string ; 
lie  comes!  Hosanna  to  our  king.’’ 

Nor  those  alone,  the  present  train, 

Their  present  King  ador’d  ; 

An  earlier  and  a  later  strain 
Extoll’d  the  self-same  Lord. 

Obedient  to  his  Father’s  will. 

He  came,  he  liv’d,  he  died  ; 

And  gratulating  voices  still 
Before  and  after  cried, 

“  All  hail  the  Prince  of  David’s  line  ! 

Hosanna  to  the  Man  Divine  !” 
lie  came  to  earth  ;  from  eldest  years, 

A  long  and  bright  array 
Of  Prophet- bards  and  Patriarch-seers 
Proclaimed  the  glorious  day  ; 

The  light  of  heaven  in  every  breast, 

Its  fire  on  every  lip. 

In  tuneful  chorus  on  they  press’d, 

A  goodly  fellowship  : 

And  still  their  pleasing  anthem  rang, 

“  Hosanna  to  the  Son  of  Man 
lie  came  to  earth  :  through  life  he  pass'd 
A  man  of  griefs  ;  and,  le, 

A  noble  army  following  fast 
His  track  of  pain  and  wo  : 

All  deck’d  with  palms,  and  strangely  bright, 

That  sufTering  host  appears  ; 

And  stainless  are  their  robes  of  w  hite. 

Though  steep’d  in  blood  and  tears  ; 

And  sweet  their  martyr-antliem  Hows, 

”  Hosanna  to  the  Man  of  Woes  !” 

From  ages  past  descends  the  lay 
To  ages  yet  to  be. 

Till  far  its  echoes  roll  away 
Into  eternity. 

But  O  !  while'saints  and  angels  high. 

Thy  final  triumph  share, 

Amidrt  thy  follow’ors.  Lord  shall  I, 

Though  last  and  meanest  there 
Receive  a  place,  and  feebly  raise 
A  faint  Hosanna  to  thy  praise  ? 

From  the  N.  V.  Telescope. 
MIS.SIONAR1ES. 

“  In  the  house  of  Lords  on  the  ISth 
IVIarch,  Lord  King  presented  a  petition 
from  the  llevereud  Cornelius  GrilHn,  a 
clergyman  of  the  Church  of  England  in 
Nova  Scotia,  against  any  further  grant  of 
public  money  to  the  society  for  propaga¬ 
ting  the  gospel  in  foreign  parts,  on  the 
ground  that  great  abuses  had  taken  place 
in  the  distribution  of  those  funds.  The 
petitioner  had  received  an  offer  of  iSlOO 
to  induce  him  to  keep  back  the  petition, 
but  he  refused  it.  His  Lordship  mention¬ 
ed  persons  who  had  from  six  to  eight  hun¬ 
dred  per  ann.  of  other  ecclesiastical  in¬ 
come,  who  took  from  the  sdeie^'  j£200 
pr.  ann.  in  the  character  of  missionaries. ! 


The  total  annual  expenditures  of  the  soci¬ 
ety  was  iB28,000,  of  which  the  extrava¬ 
gant  sum  of  i£2900  went  to  defray  the  ex¬ 
penses  of  management.  The  petitioner 
also  stated  that  false  reports  of  the  state  of 
affairs  abroad  were  constantly  sent  home 
to  the  Society — Churches  and  congrega¬ 
tions  being  represented  as  existing  where 
there  were  neither.  The  petitioner  had 
incurred  the  displeasure  of  h?s  superiors  i 
for  refusing  to  assist  in  carrying  on  this 
system. 

The  abov’e  is  taken  from  an  English  pa¬ 
per  and  goes  to  give  people  of  this  coun¬ 
try  some  idea  of  the  use  made  of  their  mo¬ 
ney,  when  given  for  missionary  purposes, 
for  notwithstanding  the  ‘  many  privations, 
fatigues,  labours  and  hardships’  most  of 
the  missionaries  suffer, their  situations  gen¬ 
erally  are  far  more  comfortable  than  thous¬ 
ands  of  those  who  contribute  their  money 
to  render  them  so-— witness  some  of  their 
mission  stations  ;  ‘  Mayhew,  a  station  a- 
mong  the  Choctaws,  an  earthly  paradise, 
property  $9,035.’  At  Elliot  in  1822  the 
property  consisting  of  70  acres  of  improved 
land  well  stocked,  and  having  convenient 
buildings  $15,490.’  Union.  ‘  the  tract  of 
:and  ceded  by  the  Indian  Chiefs  in  this 
mission,  embraces  a  Prairie  of  4  square 
miles  in  extent,  suitable  buildings  and  mills 
1  have  been  erected,  and  the  farm  is  prodne- 
1  tive  in  cotton,  grain,  vegetables,  &;c.  valu- 
j  ed  in  1822  at  $24,000.’  kc.  &c.  And 
I  notwithstanding  this  is  the  fact,  there  is 
I  scarcely  a  day  but  we  are  called  upon  to 
(contribute  towards  the  supjwrt  of  their 

schemes.  - 

At  a  numerous  meeting  of  tlie  citizens  of  the  vil¬ 
lage  of  Utica,  held  at  the  court  room,  on  Tues¬ 
day  the  5th  day  of  August,  1823,  pursuant  to 
the  following  notice  : 

PUBLIC  MEETING. 

A  meeting  of  the  citizens  of  Utica  is  request" 
cd  at  the  court  house  tliis  evening  for  the  pur* 
pose  of  expressing  their  sentiments  upon  tiio 
measures  now  in  progress  for  enforcing  the  ob¬ 
servance  of  the  Sabbath. 

Tuesday,  .\ugu8t  .5tli,  1823. 
Gen.  JOSEPH  KIRKLAND  was  appointed 
Chairman, 

KELLOGG  HURLBURT,  Secretary. 

The  following  ri'solutions  reported  by  .a  com¬ 
mittee  appointed  for  that  purpose,  were  after 
full  consideration  and  discussion  adopted. 

Resolved,  as  the  sense  of  this  meeting,  That 
all  attempts  to  enforce  by  temporal  pains,  pen¬ 
alties,  or  disqualifications,  the  observance  of 
those  moral  obligations  for  the  performance  of 
which  ruan  is  accountable  only  to  his  Maker, 
arc  unwarranted  by  revelation,  abhorrent  to  en¬ 
lightened  reason,and  inconsistent  with  the  prin¬ 
ciples  and  spirit  of  the  free  institutions  of  our 
country. 

Resolved,  That  among  this  class  of  duties  is 
that  whidi  consists  in  a  duo  sanctification  of  the 
Sabbath,  and  that  to  presume  to  prescribe  ati- 
thoritively  to  our  fellow  men  tho  precise  man¬ 
ner  or  services  in-which  such  sanctification  shall 
consist,  is  an  attempt  impracticable  in  its  exe¬ 
cution,  repugnant  to  the  rights  of  private  con¬ 
science,  and  irreconcilable  with  the  free  exer¬ 
cise  of  civil  Lberty. 

Resahed,  That  "we  fully  recognise  and  cordial¬ 
ly  reciprocate  the  sentiments  set  forth  in  the 
'  third  article  of  the  constitution  of  ”  the  gener* 


al  union  for  promoting  the  observance  of  the 
Sabbath,”  which  is  in  tho  following  words: 
”  jUrticle  3d.  As  the  weapons  of  the  Christian 
warfare  arc  not  carnal,  but  spiritual,  the  means 
employed  by  this  Society  for  ofTecting  their  de¬ 
sign,  shall  be  exclusively  the  iiiilucncc  of  per¬ 
sonal  example  and  persuasion,  with  arguments 
drawn  from  the  oracles  of  God,  from  the  e.tisl- 
ing  laws  of  our  country,  and  appeals  to  the  con¬ 
sciences  and  hearts  of  men.” 

Resolved  "  therefore,  That  all  associations  or 
combinations  having  for  their  professed  object 
tho  enforcement  of  the  moral  duties,  bclbre 
mentioned,  by  attacks  upon  the  business,  the 
interests  and  the  property  of  such  of  our  fellow 
citizens  who  may  decline  to  observe  such  du¬ 
ties,  in  conformity  to  the  prescriptions  of  sut!i 
associations,  are  wholly  unwarrantable  in  them¬ 
selves,  and  destructive  in  their  consequences  {«. 
the  peace,  harmony  and  well  being  of  civil  so¬ 
ciety. 

Resolved,  That  although  the  strict  principles 
I  of  retributive  justice  might  perhaps  justify  a  re¬ 
taliatory  system  of  non-intercoursc  in  business 
and  good  ofliccs,  in  respect  to  all  such  persons 
as  may  have  made  themselves  parties  to  a  com¬ 
bination  for  the  purposes  specified  in  the  prece¬ 
ding  resolutions,  yet  it  w’uuld  lead  to  a  result 
which  we  should  deeply  deplore  and  would  most 
willingly  avert.  And  that  we  deem  it  expedi¬ 
ent  therefore,  to  suspend  for  the  present,  sticli 
determination,  hoping,  as  we  earnestly  do,  that 
tlic  occasion  which  calls  for  it  will  ceaso  upon 
further  consideration  on  the  part  of  many  who 
may  have  been  induced  into  such  a  mcasiue 
without  due  rclicction  upon  its  principles  and 
tendency. 

And  for  the  prevention  of  an  injurious  niis- 
ronstrnction  of  our  views  on  this  subject,  it  is 
further 

Resolved,  That  the  due  observance  of  the  Sa'i- 
bath  by  setting  it  apart  to  the  exorcises  of  reli¬ 
gion  and  the  instructions  of  morality,  by  an  hab¬ 
itual  abstinence  from'all  recreations  inconsistent 
with  its  solemnities,  and  from  all  such  servile 
labour  a.s  is  not  essential  to  the  necessary  pur¬ 
poses  of  civil  society,  is,  (independent  of  its  di¬ 
vine  ordinance,)  an  institution  eminently  con¬ 
ducive  to  tho  good  order  of  community  and 
friendly  to  the  cause  of  humanity.  And  that  it 
bo  and  is  hereby  recommended  to  our  fellow 
I  citizens  so  to  regulate  their  customary  business 
j  and  recreations,  as  shall  tend  so  far  as  is  reas¬ 
onably  practicable,  to  promote  a  respectful  ob¬ 
servance  of  the  Sabbath,  and  to  afford  no  unne¬ 
cessary  cause  of  ofl’ence  to  the  most  scrupulous 
friends  to  this  institution  in  our  country. 

Resolved,  That  tlie  proceedings  of  this  meet¬ 
ing  be  published  in  all  the  papers  printed  in  t!ii» 

'  village. 

j  JOSEPH  KIRKLAND,  Chairr.iaii. 

j  KELLOGG  HURLBURT,  Secretary. 

I  DIED. 

I  In  New  Hartford  on  the  20th  uU.  al¬ 
ter  a  short  but  distressing  sickness,  with 
j inflamation  on  the  lungs,  Mr.  Norman 
I  Woodruff,  aged  38.  He  died  as  Ite  had 
I  lived,  lull  in  the  faith  of  the  ultimate 
j  salvation  of  all  men.  through  a  crucified, 
risen  and  e.valted  Saviour. 

J  UST  RF.CeTvED  and  ton  SAI.E  RY 
U.  SKINNER,  Rev.  Ilosea  B  JIou’s  Ui»- 
i  cnvirse, preached  in  Philadelphia  at  the  Ordiealirft 
'  of  Rev,  Theo.  Fiik,  on  the  2d  of  June  last,  price, 
12  1-2  ceiits. 

Likewise  a  Discourse,  entitlei  *  The  Pleas’we* 
of  Sin,’  delivered  at  the  Capitol  in  the  city  ef 
W-vshington,  in  December  last,  by  Rev.  T.  1  i*l^ 

I  Price,  12  1-2  cents, 

I  A  few  copies  of  Brown’s  History  of  Fniver. 
salisiii,  bnuiid,  Price  ^1,25. 


